LA  BOETIE'S   DEATH   TO   1570

have been generally received, Everything under
the heavens, he says, employs the means and in-
struments afforded it by nature to further its life
and render its state commodious. But some men,
to show a gay and sprightly wit, have applied
their understanding to the dissolving of opinions,
which serve us well, and have preferred the un-
happy state of doubt and feverish disquietude to
the possession of a wise repose. They have
mocked at posthumous fame and even at the be-
lief in a future life. For his own part, Montaigne
will go with the common opinion, as offering a
great consolation for an existence so short and
feeble as that of a man on earth. He will even
cherish the hope that his dead friend is somehow
aware of his own efforts to prolong his memory,
and that he is somehow* touched with a sense of
pleasure. No one in later years mocked our con-
cern for posthumous reputation more pitilessly
than Montaigne. It is a palmary instance of
" our affections going beyond themselves". And
he at that time found in doubt, or if not in doubt
then in admitted ignorance and contented incuri-
osity, no poison that produces a fever in our veins,
but the gentle pillow for a weary head. So
diverse, so undulant a spirit was his.

The Latin poems of La Boetie are dedicated to
the great chancellor, L'Hopital, fallen from power
since the peace of Longjumeau in 1568. In ther, 1565.
